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I R E L
  Institut d’étude des religions et de la laïcité

The IREL is a center of expertise and advice 
on current and historical issues involving
« laïcité » and religious questions. 
It was formed in 2002 as an institute 
within the École Pratique des Hautes Études 
(EPHE). 

Religions. 
« Laïcité ». 
Tools for 
understanding
the world

https://irel.ephe.psl.eu


IREL is a training                   
organization ...

Tailor-made training

The IREL designs modular training programs. 
Its team also mobilizes an extensive network 
of experts in the humanities and social sciences. 
Its training is adapted to the expectations 
and specificities of the State civil service, 
territorial and hospital public services, 
associations, private businesses and cultural 
organizations.
> To identify and specify your needs, 
please contact IREL : irel@ephe.psl.eu 

Graduate education

IREL designs and organizes two qualifying 
one-year programs awarded by the EPHE-PSL :

The institutional diploma in Religions, Secularism, 
and Societies in partnership with Sciences Po 
Lille offers tools for understanding religious 
worlds and the internal plurality within each 
of them as well as the philosophical and political 
framework of secularism. 
> IREL, EPHE web sites

The institutional diploma in Islamic Studies 
provides an introduction to academic knowledge 
of Islamic thought and history, as well as 
methodological tools that foster independent 
and critical thinking among graduates. 
> IREL, EPHE web sites 

IREL Conferences

IREL organizes evening courses and day 
seminars open to the public. 
> See yearly flyer and our web site

... and a center of expertise                
and resources
Scientifical events

Conferences, seminars, meeting and debate 
with an author (IREL Wednesdays).

Research 
IREL faculty staff participates in French 
and international research programmes 
and networks (ReligiS, EASR working group, 
Collège des Bernardins, programme Gratianus, 
REDCo, IERS/SORAPS , NORMA ...).
Research promotion 
and dissemination
> IREL web site 
> Papers published by IREL

Recent publications
Religions et politique, Études de cas (2026), 
La formation des cadres religieux musulmans 
en Europe (2024), Femmes et religions 
en Méditerranée (2022), Religion et Covid, 
Discours et pratiques (2022), Liberté de religion 
et de conviction en Méditerranée (2020), 
Peut-on parler des religions à l’école ? (2019), 
Faits religieux et manuels d’histoire (2018), 
La transmission du religieux en Méditerranée. 
Un défi partagé (2018) ...
Newsletter
To follow our activities (and be informed 
of next conferences, public manifestations 
and publications about religions and « laïcité » 
together with European news.
> Subscribe to our monthly newsletter

Below : Bâtiment de recherche Nord 
(Campus Condorcet) where are IREL offices.

IREL
Web site  
Bluesky 
LinkedIn
Facebook
Instagram
Campus Condorcet
14 cours des Humanités
93322 Aubervilliers Cedex
Mail : irel@ephe.psl.eu
Phone : 01 88 12 02 99
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